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Changes to immigration policies: UK

Due to Brexit, there have been changes to the migration policy.

The UK introduced a new immigration system on 1 January 2021, ending 
free movement of people between the UK and European Union (EU), as 
well as the wider European Economic Area (EEA). The new rules came 
into force at the same time as the UK-EU Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement.

The new system applies to all those moving to the UK for work, study or 
family reasons, apart from Irish citizens. Migrants from the rest of the 
world also face new rules post-Brexit, but these are considerably more 
liberal than those applied to workers and students from the EU.

This is in retaliation to EU giving a deal between them and the UK that 
the UK felt was not optimal, therefore harsher policies on the EU, 
compared to the rest of the world. Unfortunately, migrants are 
collateral and will suffer the most from these changes.
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Types of Visas
• Child Student Visa: For students between 4 to 17 years old who wish to study at an independent school.

• Student Visa: For students aged 18 or over who wish to study at Sixth Form(College)/Foundation degree or 
University

How long you can stay?

Under 16: Course length (up to 6 years) plus 4 months afterwards

16 or 17: Course length up to 3 years, plus 4 months afterwards

18 or over: Course length up to 5 years

Fees

• £490 to apply for a child and student visa to apply for a child visa from outside the UK

• £490 to extend or switch to a child student visa from inside the UK

• You'll have to pay the healthcare sub charge as part of your application. The amount is dependent on how long the 
visa lasts.

Child

Your patent must have a Parent of a Child Student visa to accompany you to the UK. If you’re over 12 your parent will 
not be eligible, unless you have a younger sibling who's under 12 and has a Child Student visa.

You must have enough money to pay for your course fees for one academic year (up to 9 months).

You’ll also need £1,560 per month (for up to 9 months) - this amount is for both you and your parent.

Your parent will need an extra £625 a month (for up to 9 months) for each additional child they accompany to the UK. 
The child must be your sibling and must also have a Child Student visa.

Student and 16 or 17 living independently

You must have enough money to pay for your course fees for one academic year (up to 9 months).

You’ll also need either:

• £1,334 per month (for up to 9 months) if you’re studying in London

• £1,023 per month (for up to 9 months) if you’re studying outside of London

London means the City of London and the 32 London boroughs.



Types of Visa continued 2
Visa Criteria for Nursery School and Primary School Students

• Students attending nursery or primary school in the UK typically come under dependent visas of their parents or guardians.

• Necessary documents: Passport, proof of relationship, consent letter from parents, school acceptance letter, financial proof.

Visa Criteria for Secondary School Students

• - Students attending secondary school (age 11-18) will usually require a Tier 4 (Child) Student Visa.

• - Criteria: School acceptance, proof of financial support, proficiency in the English language, parental consent, and appropriate accommodation 
arrangements.

Visa Criteria for University Students

• - Students aiming for undergraduate or postgraduate studies need a Tier 4 (General) Student Visa.

• - Criteria: Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) from a licensed sponsor, financial proof, English language proficiency, and relevant academic 
qualifications.

Visa Criteria for Postgraduate Students

• - Similar criteria to university students, but with specific emphasis on postgraduate studies.

• - Include requirements such as previous academic achievements, research proposals, and financial capacity. portfolios, references, accolades, subjective 
passion ad interest in field of study.



Child 
students 

• Criteria:

• 1 Age between 4 and 17 years old.

• 2 Must have an unconditional offer of a place of study from a licensed Child Student 
Sponsor.

• 3 Parents/guardian must meet financial requirements (i.e., tuition fees and living costs).

• 4 The sponsor (institution) must provide the student with Certificate of Acceptance of 
Studies (CAS).

• 5 Parents/guardian must give their consent for the child Student to apply to come to the 
UK.

• 6 Parents/guardian must travel with the child student or give their consent for the child 
student to travel to the UK with someone who is not their parent/guardian

•
7 Parents of a child student who is under 12 years of age can apply for a child student visa 
as well, to enable them travel to the UK with their child.

•

• Financial Requirements

• There must be £1560 per month for 9 months available to the child student and their 
parent.

• If there is additional child, parent must have £625 available per month for 9 months.



ADULT STUDENTS 

• Requirements:

1 The student must have an unconditional offer for a place 
of studies from a licensed sponsor.

2 Student must have paid the required tuition fees and 
issued with a Certificate of Acceptance of Studies (CAS).

3 The student must satisfy Tuberculosis test.

4 The student must satisfy English language test 
requirement at CEFR Level B2 for a degree course and 
above. And level B1 for courses below Degree.

5 Standard Application Fee is £363 for applications made 
from outside UK.



Family members
• Applicant may be able to bring their family 

with them to the UK.

• Any applicant coming to the UK from 1 
January 2024, they must be a PHD student or 
researcher in order for them to bring their 
family to the UK.

• The dependent of the student must be a 
spouse or a child that is below 18 years of age.

• They must evidence their relationship with a 
copy of their marriage certificate for a spouse 
and birth certificate for a child.



FINANCIAL 
REQUIREMENTS
Money to support Main Applicant 
(Student)

• Applicant will need to show they have 
enough money to support themselves -
unless they have been in the UK with a 
valid visa for at least 12 months on the 
date of your application.

• How much money applicant needs 
depends on where they will be studying. 



MONEY NEEDED TO SUPPORT 
THEMSELVES

How much it costs depends on who you’re 
joining and how you apply.

Apply outside the UK Apply in the UK

Cost if joining your partner, parent or 
child

£1,846 £1,048

Cost for each dependant added to 
your application

£1,846 each person £1,048 each person



MONEY 
NEEDED TO 
SUPPORT 
THEMSELVES 
CONTINUED

Cost for adults who need to be looked after by a relative

How much it costs depends on what permission your relative has.

If they have temporary ‘protection status’ (permission to stay as a refugee or with humanitarian protection) 
it costs:

• £404 if you’re applying from outside the UK

• £1,048 if you’re applying from inside the UK

Otherwise, it costs:

• £3,250 if you’re applying from outside the UK

• £1,048 if you’re applying from inside the UK

Let your bank know that a large amount of money will be coming out of your account - otherwise it 
might cancel your payment.

If you cannot pay the fee, you may be eligible for a fee waiver in certain situations - for example if you 
cannot afford a place to live or your essential living costs.

Healthcare surcharge

You might also need to pay the healthcare surcharge as part of your application.

For each adult (18 or older) it costs:

• £1,560 if you’re staying for 2 years and 6 months

• £1,872 if you’re staying for 2 years and 9 months

• £3,120 if you’re staying for 5 years

For each child (under 18), it costs:

• £1,175 if you’re staying for 2 years and 6 months

• £1,410 if you’re staying for 2 years and 9 months

• £2,350 if you’re staying for 5 years



POSTGRADUATE

Postgraduate work visa

• The applicant must have successfully completed 
their course of study. If the applicant (graduate) 
is a masters' degree levels, they will be entitled 
for 2 years' work visa

• PHD graduate will be entitled to 3 years' work 
visa

When to Apply:

• The student can apply as soon as they have 
successfully completed their course of study, 
and the university must be able to confirm that 
they have successfully completed the course.

Application Fee:

• Home office application fee - £822

• NHS surcharge - £624 each year applicant 
spends in the UK



Sabbatical and Research 
Programmes
• Persons from institutions from outside 

of the UK can come to UK for 
sabbatical/research for up to 6 months 
and beyond six months. If the program 
is less than 6 months, they can do so 
with a visit visa. If the program is 
longer than 6 months, they must apply 
and satisfy student visa 
requirements. They can bring their 
spouses and dependents if longer than 
6 months.

• They may be able to apply to switch 
from inside UK.

• Take advice



Continuation

• From January 2024, international students in the UK will no longer be 
able to bring dependants on their Student visa, unless they are studying 
a postgraduate research programme. Also, from 17 July international 
students are no longer permitted to switch to work route visas unless 
they have completed their course.

• If you are from a country listed on the 'differential evidence 
requirement': you do not need to prove you have enough money to 
support yourself but require an Eletronic Transfer Authorisation (ETA) 
if you are travelling to the UK on or after 22 February 2024. You will 
be able to apply from 1 February 2024. £10 per applicant and it last for 
two years.



The enabling 
of Immigration

The UK recently deployed the Youth Mobility Scheme, the conditions are:

• want to live and work in the UK for up to 2 years

• are aged 18 to 30

• have £2,530 in savings

• have certain types of British Nationality or are from certain countries or territories listed in 
the eligibility requirements.

How much it costs

• You will need to:

• pay the application fee – the application fee is £298

• pay the healthcare surcharge, which is usually £470 per year - you can check how much you’ll have 
to pay on the gov.uk website.

• prove you have enough personal savings - you must have at least £2,530 in your bank account to 
show you can support yourself in the UK. This amount must be available at least 28 days in a row, 
day 28 must be within 31 days of applying for the visa under this route.

How long you can stay

• You’ll be given a visa to live and work in the UK for up to 24 months.

• You can enter the UK at any time while your visa is valid and leave and come back at any time 
during your stay.

• If you turn 31 after your visa is issued, you can stay in the UK for as long as your visa is valid.

http://about:blank


Challenges
- Language barriers: Adapting to English as the primary language of 

instruction can be challenging for non-native English speakers.

• - Cultural adjustment: Adjusting to a new culture, educational system, 
and social environment can pose difficulties.

• - Financial concerns: Meeting the financial requirements for visas and 
covering tuition fees and living expenses in the UK can be a significant 
challenge. INCLUDING LEGAL FEES

• -Change of mind or Change of course so research ahead!

• - Visa application process: Understanding and navigating the visa 
application process can be complex and time-consuming.

• - Homesickness: Being away from family and friends for an extended 
period may result in feelings of homesickness and emotional stress.

• Employment gaps i.e., time off work due to childbirth or lengthy 
sickness.

• Non-recognition of qualifications: when the qualifications of the 
applicant is not applicable in the UK, due to the university attended or 
work experience.

• Public misconceptions and discrimination.

• Limited understanding of the UK job market and no professional 
networks

WE Encourage students and parents to seek advice and support from 
the respective educational institutions, official UK government websites, 
and legal experts to navigate the immigration process effectively.



New immigration policies UK 
• New immigration routes have opened for applications to work, live 

and study in the UK.
1. SKILLED WORKERS

The points-based 
system includes a route 
a skilled workers who 
have a job offer from an 
approved employer 
sponsor.

Job will need to be at a 
required skill of RQF3 
or above – equivalent 
to A Level. Need to be 
able to speak English 
and be paid the 
relevant salary 
threshold by your 
sponsor.

2. GLOBAL TALENT SCHEME

This route has been opened up 
to EU, EEA and Swiss Citizens.

Allowing highly-skilled 
scientists and researchers to 
come to the UK without a job 
offer.

3. INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND 
GRADUATES

Student visa routes have been opened up 
to EU, EEA and Swiss Citizens. You can 
apply under this route if you: 

• Have been offered a place on a course

• Can, speak, read, write and understand 
English

• Have enough money to support 
yourself and pay for your course  

4. INNOVATOR FOUNDER VISA 
This route makes provision for overseas nationals 
seeking entry for the purpose of establishing an 
innovative business, the business must be based 
on an innovative, viable and scalable business 
idea. *the requirement to have £50,000 
investment fund will be removed. The rationale 
is that it makes it more flexible for those with a 
genuine proposal for an innovative business and 
sufficient funds to deliver it.

5. Introduction of a new APPENDIX 
ADULT DEPENDANT RELATIVE 
This route replaces existing provisions 
for Adult dependant relatives 



Resources and Contact 
• www.obasekisolicitors.com

• General enquiries email:
info@obasekisolicitors.com

• My email: j.obaseki@obasekisolicitors.com

• www.legalpaal.com

• https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-immigration-
system-what-you-need-to-know

• highachievers.schools@gmail.com

• https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/moving-
uk/student-visas

• www.visaandimmigrationexperts.com

• Student Union - Groups Nigerian student societies

• CANUK

https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/moving-uk/student-visas
http://www.visaandimmigrationexperts.com
http://www.visaandimmigrationexperts.com


Get in touch!
www.obasekisolicitors.com
Email: info@obasekisolicitors.com
Telephone:

Nigerian No:+234 9031 829394
My Personal No: +44 7956 414488
Obaseki Solicitors: 020 7739 7549 Any questions you may have, 

please do not hesitate to ask!

http://www.obasekisolicitors.com/
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