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AFRIDAC

* African Development and Advocacy Centre,
AFRIDAC is an organisation that works
towards empowering the African and Afro-
Caribbean community in the UK and
advocating on issues that
disproportionately affects the community.

 AFRIDAC provides a platform and voice fc
the African community by influencing socic
change through research, community
collaboration, policy engagement and
capacity building.




WHY WE ARE HERE

AFRIDAC was approached over the last 6 months by African
international students who were facing challenges in
universities across the UK.

AFRIDAC as Black led organisation is well-known for
advocating for the interests of the Afro-Caribbean community

in the UK, offering support, and raising awareness on issues
disproportionately affecting this community.



BACKGROUND

2017/2018 ACADEMIC YEAR

27,815 African international students
49.9% postgraduate (13,870) and 50.1%

undergraduate (13,945)

Undergraduate African international students are

5.5% of the total 255,705

1 in 16 international students in the UK comes from

Africa.

(Erudera, 2023)

2022/2023 ACADEMIC YEAR
679,970 International Students

68,320 international students are from Africa

65% of the African international students in the UK
are Nigerians

Nigeria with 44,195 students is the third country with
the most international students in the UK after China
(151,690) and India (126,535) (HESA, 2023)

Nigerian students and their dependents contributed
an estimated £1.9 billion to the economy of the UK,
according to SBM intelligence (Kolawole 2023)

605,130 International Students (2020/21)

13.08% increase in international student enrolment at
the postgraduate level occurred between.

21,305 of all international students in 2020/2021 are from

Nigeria

(Erudera, 2023)

2019/2020 and 2020/2021 ACADEMIC YEAR



Countries of Origin of
International Students in UK
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DLKNK:

Key Issues

Fear of policy, worry, and financial issues are major
elements of international student challenges
(Eze, 2014)

Academic pressure, perceived volume of work,
learning environment, cultural differences,
finance, isolation and alienation, and multiple
marginalization impact UK students' experiences

(Zewlode, 2021)

African international students experience mental
health issues from academic pressure, financial
challenges, and excessive carefulness due to gaps
in knowledge of UK policies

The mental health of African university students in
the UK requires more attention (Stoll et al., 2022)
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Summary &
Gender

e Survey Period: 05-June-23
- 01-October-23

 Number of Participants:
71

B Female:

B Male:

M Prefer not to say:



Distribution of Respondents’

e Countries: Nigeria, Ethiopia, Ghana, Uganda, Guinea Bissau

* Universities across the UK: University of East London, University of South Wales, Swansea
University, Anglia Ruskin University, University of Wolverhampton, Ulster University,
Greenwich University, University of Portsmouth, London School of Hygiene & Tropical
Medicine, University of Derby, University of Kent, Kingston University, Bournemouth
University, Glasgow Caledonian University, University of Sussex, University of Bradford,
Robert Gordon University, Liverpool Hope University, University of Reading,

Northumbria University, University of Strathclyde, Cardiff Metropolitan University, Oxford
Brookes University and University for the Creative Arts, London.

* Degree Level:
Postgraduate: 90%
Undergraduate: 10%



Have you
received any
support from
your university
or/and your

home country in
any way?

SUPPORT RECEIVED

* Financial aid

* Cost of living financial
support

* Scholarship
e Research funding
e Shopping voucher

* Installment payment
plan

* Free food items

90%

80%

'0%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

82%

18%

YES



60%

56%

Have you had Causes

any issues . Qelayed payment -processing =

Wlth paylng ’élg;itriei;rom their home 0%
yOur SChOOI * Increasing and  unstable

foreign exchange rates in the 3%%
home country

fees?

* Hence, resulted in making the
payment in pounds from the
20hrs shift the student is able
to do particularly for self-
funding students 10%

20%

0%

YES




Has your experience as an international student affected
your health and well-being?
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Insights from Our Survey

68% of responses stated mental health had been negatively impacted due to the challenges
encountered as international students.

The 3 most challenging issues for African international students are housing, financial
constraints, and discrimination.

Almost 70% of African international students in the UK desire support in housing, jobs,
financial, mental health and wellbeing and career development.

52% of African international students in the UK desire policy improvement of extended work
hours, affordable and accessible student accommodation, and non-discriminatory job opportunities
addressing unemployment and underemployment within the community.

Over 75% of African international students in the UK have experienced challenges paying tuition
arising from payment processing delays and increasing and unstable foreign exchange rates in their
home countries.
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Our Contact

African Development & Advocacy
Centre, AFRIDAC
info@afridac.org

02036338125

http://afridac.org/

Company number: 07519121
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