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Executive Summary

The bare necessities for survival as humans are food, water, clothing, sleep, and shelter.
It is sad to note that in the UK many people struggle to meet these basic needs especially
shelter. According to Government statistics in Summer 2022, 59% of people in temporary
accommodation across England were in London. The data is staggering with London
residents experiencing worst outcomes compared to other cities in England.

The number of households living in temporary accommodation in the UK has reached its
highest level since 2005, with more than 100,000 households affected across England.
Almost 60% of these households are in London, including 75,580 children.

Households in temporary accommodation (England), House of Commons Library report

African Development and Advocacy Centre, AFRIDAC as a Black advocacy organisation in
London became increasing concerned about homelessness as more of our service users
were either already homeless or about to become homeless. With so much data about
homelessness, we wanted to narrow it down to how many Black people were homeless
in specific London boroughs. Early 2023, we did a Freedom of Information request to 10
London boroughs with highest number of Black people - Lambeth, Southwark, Lewisham,
Croydon, Newham, Brent, Hackney, Enfield, Greenwich, and Haringey. After several
months of waiting, we got information back from 4 boroughs, Hackney, Newham,
Greenwich, and Lewisham.

This report will be presenting the data as a comparative analysis of the four boroughs
and a few case studies from our service users. The report has been written by our
volunteer, Tamesha with support from all team members. This a synopsis as we are
working to release a fuller report later this year.

Oladapo Awosokanre

Executive Director

African Development and Advocacy Centre, AFRIDAC
April 2024
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About AFRIDAC

African Development and Advocacy Centre (AFRIDAC) is an organisation that aims to
empower the African and Afro-Caribbean community in the UK to advocate on issues that
disproportionately affect them. The organisation provides a platform and voice for the
African community through community collaboration, policy engagement, capacity
building, information sharing and signposting across London. According to the 2021
census, over one-fifth (22%) of Hackney's population is of a Black African or Caribbean
ethnic background. AFRIDAC’s core aim is to strengthen the capacity of this community
and create meaningful, focused and lasting socio-political change.

Since 2011, AFRIDAC has been advocating on issues that disproportionately affect the
African and Afro-Caribbean community. A tipping point for the Black community in the
UK was the Covid-19 pandemic; for instance, the Black community was
disproportionately affected with high rates of infection, deaths, and exposure to the virus.
Further effects on the community included rising food insecurities, unemployment,
restricted access to culturally competent services, homelessness, an upsurge in domestic
violence cases, unsupported undocumented migrants, and adverse mental health
problems.

Vaccine hesitancy is reported as particularly high amongst African groups. During
COVID-19, AFRIDAC played a key role in encouraging vaccine uptake among the Black
African community in Hackney. From April to September 2021, AFRIDAC facilitated
community pop-up vaccination clinics and online Zoom conferences to discuss vaccine
hesitancy within the African community. Additionally, AFRIDAC regularly collaborates
with Community African Network (CAN), and Hackney Council Voluntary Service (HCVS)
to advocate on behalf and support members of the Black African community in Hackney.
AFRIDAC (which is a member of CAN) have been working with CAN conduct vaccine
outreach and uptake.

Over the past three years, AFRIDAC’s programming has focused on promoting Black
London residents as agents of change. By equipping Black London residents with the
necessary tools and knowledge, they can self-advocate on issues affecting their own
communities. Consequently, strategies and interventions that resolve present
inequalities become more accessible at a community level. One successful example to
highlight this is the Community Advocacy and Mentoring Programme, which encouraged
attendees from London to build a network of local community advocates, identify shared
challenges and mobilise the power of advocacy.

In 2022, AFRIDAC was selected as the tenant of a Hackney Council-owned building
prioritised for VCS organisations and became the first African-led organisation to occupy
a council-owned building in Hackney. From here, AFRIDAC runs a Community Centre -
open seven days a week.

At the Community Centre, local communities gain access to; general advice; independent
advocacy; information and signposting sessions; vocational courses; drop-in sessions on
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benefits, housing and immigration; sexual health testing; health and wellbeing sessions;
and employment support.

Current programming includes:

Community Advocacy and Mentoring Programme (CAMP)
Resilience, Energy, Aspiration, Discovery, Yearning (READY MINDS)
African Men Safe Space (AMSS)

Black Women Safe Space (BWSS)

Afro-Carib Seniors

Advocacy and Leadership Series (ALS)
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Introduction

AFRIDAC

Homelessness is increasing all over the UK, especially in London. According to the Single
Homeless Project, London’s population is 9 times bigger than Birmingham which is the
UK’s second largest city. The average Londoner spends almost half their income on rent,
so there is barely any money left to live comfortably. Government reforms on benefits,
the selling of council properties and lack of properties have all added to the UK's

homelessness issue.

A recent report from
Trust for London gives a
stark reality of the scale
of people living in
temporary
accommodation in
different London
boroughs. From the data
two of the borough, we
examined were top 5
(Hackney and Newham)

According to data from
CHAIN (Combined
Homelessness and
Information Network), a
multi-agency database
recording information
about rough sleepers and
the wider street
population in London. In
the period October-
December 2023 outreach
teams recorded 2283
people in London
sleeping rough for the
first time. Of these:

e 1652 (72%) spent
just one night
sleeping rough

Proportion of households in temporary accommodation
in London boroughs (2023 Q3)

Data source: Statutory homelessness live tables, Detailed local authority level tables,
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government

Newham
Redbridge
Southwark
Kensington & Chelsea
Hackney
Westminster
Wandsworth
Enfield
Haringey
Ealing
Lewisham
Tower Hamlets
Barking & Dagenham
Hammersmith & Fulham
Brent
Greenwich
Barnet
Kingston upon Thames
Croydon
Harrow
Bromley [ ]
Sutton [ ]
Havering [ ]
Islington
Waltham Forest
Hillingdon
City of London [}
Richmond upon Thames
Bexley
Camden
Merton
Hounslow [ ]
Lambeth

® Total

— Greater London: total
England: total

20 30 40 50 60
Rate per 1,000 households

e 567 (25%) slept rough for more than one night but did not go on to live on the

streets

e 64 (3%) were deemed to be living on the streets.

The number of new rough sleepers recorded during this period was 34% higher than

the same period last year.
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Key Findings

48.6% of Hackney’s homelessness population are Black while making up 21.1% of the
overall population.

Black individuals make up majority of the homeless population in Lewisham,
representing over 45%, although only making up 26% of overall population in
Lewisham.

Black individuals represented 23% of homelessness population in Greenwich,
compared to overall population of 21%.

White individuals represented the highest percentage of the homeless population with
29%. However, compared to the overall population they represent a bigger percentage
of 59%.

This clearly shows that Black individuals are more affected by homelessness in majority
of the borough’s studied.

Recommendations

¢ Policy Changes - All stakeholders seem to agree the need for policy changes from
the local authority to the national government. The root cause of homelessness is
the wrong choices that have been made by government at all levels over the years.
There is need for more provision of social housing, review of housing benefits,
universal benefits and other support available to struggling families.

e Temporary Accommodations - As the name suggests should be temporary as
we have people that have stayed in TAs for over 5 years. Most of these Tas
especially the hostel accommodation is not fit for purpose, with limited facilities.
There is need for proper regulation and enforcement of quality standards.

¢ Rough Sleepers - The hostile immigration environment pre and post Brexit has
led to harsh Home Office policies which has increased sleeping rough by refugees
and asylum seekers. According to a report by Trust for London, Government rules
give newly recognised refugees just 28 days to move on.

¢ Investment - As the government work towards changes in policies, there should
be significant allocation to local authorities to tackle the issue of homelessness.
Government at all levels should ring-fence investment in provision of social
housing and dealing with the root causes of homelessness in London.
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Methodology

The research that is used to support this report was compiled and analysed by AFRIDAC.
Avariety of primary and secondary data was used in this report, these are qualitative and
quantitative data from multiple sources. The core data were information taken from
detailed local authority level tables: October - December 2022 and from the Freedom of
Information Requests and interviews with service users.

AFRIDAC sent Freedom of Information Request to 10 local authorities and got response
from 4. The questions asked were:

e The number of emergency accommodations provided by each local authority

e The number of people that stayed in temporary accommodation from 2018-2022.

e The demographics of the people living in temporary accommodations which included:
ethnicity, gender, disability, single or family households.

e The average cost per month of the provided emergency accommodations for each local
authority.

e The number of people who are on Housing Benefits or Universal Credit.

Definitions

e Black in this report is used to describe individuals that identify as: Black/
Caribbean/ African/ Black British.

e White is used to describe individuals which identify as: White / White British /
White Irish.

e Other ethnic minorities is used to describe individuals who identify as: Other
Ethnicities

e Asian is used to describe individuals who identify as: Asian / Pakistani / Indian /
Bangladeshi and Asian British.

¢ ‘Family households’ in this report are used to describe individuals residing at the
same physical address with children or those who are related by birth, marriage,
or adoption with children. A ‘single household" is classed as one person living
alone, or a group of people related or unrelated living at the same address.

e Genders used in this report are Male and Female.

e The ages that are focused in this report are from age 13- 44 years old.
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What is homelessness?

Homelessness is defined as an individual or family that lacks fixed, safe and adequate
residence. However, there are different types of homelessness such as rough sleeping,
this is the most visible type of homelessness, this is where an individual or a family are
sleeping out in the open or in spaces not suitable for human habitation. Statutory
homelessness, local authorities have a responsibility to find suitable accommodation
for certain individuals and families, if they fit a criterion provided by the local authority.

Hidden homelessness, individuals who are not entitled to help from local authorities
and are left out statistics but are experiencing housing difficulties or homelessness.
Prevention duty is another term which may be used in this report, it is found in section
195 of the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017- states that local authorities should take
reasonable steps to prevent someone from becoming homeless, within 56 days. Relief
duty is a term named in Section 189B Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 which states
that local authorities need to help people who are already homeless find a secure
accommodation within 56 days.

What causes homelessness?

Homelessness is a very complex issue therefore, it cannot be linked to one single factor,
it can be broken down into personal issues, for example relationship break down,
unexpected life events and mental health issues. Social issues such as non-availability
of social housing, high cost of private renting, poverty and discrimination and much
more reasons. Unfortunately, homelessness and ill health are linked, because it is more
difficult when living without a stable home to maintain relationships, stay healthy and
have a good quality of life.

Homelessness Policies

The Homeless Persons Act 1977 was introduced to help people who were homeless or
threatened with homelessness, young people aged 16-21 who were leaving care,
individuals on probation after being sentenced for a crime and teenage parents.
(Legislation.gov, 1977 :Housing (Homeless Persons) Act 1977 (legislation.gov.uk))

Part 7 of the Housing Act 1996 - gives permitted action to prevent homelessness and
provide assistance to people threatened with or are actively homeless. (Legislation.gov,
1996: Housing Act 1996 (legislation.gov.uk))

Homeless Act 2002 was amended to create a more strategic approach to preventing and
dealing with homelessness. (Legislation.gov, 2002: Homelessness Act 2002

(legislation.gov.uk))

The Homelessness Reduction Act came into effect on 3 April 2018, this was introduced
to reform England’s legislation by placing more responsibilities onto local authorities. It
allows eligible households to be assessed for their accommodation needs at earlier stages
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and not just those in priority need (Legislation.gov, UK: Homelessness Reduction Act
2017 (legislation.gov.uk))

Homelessness and demographics in London

London has a huge issue with homelessness with over 54,000 people homeless in
London at the end of March 2023, out of that number over 15,000 of those people were
Black. This is a high figure for such a small demographic of people, therefore in this
report we will be looking at local authorities that have the largest amounts of Black
people in London and seeing how much of the Black population is affected by
homelessness.

Hackney is a very upcoming area and as a borough has built the second largest number
of properties from 2011-2015 but still has an extreme issue with homelessness.
Hackney is part of 4 boroughs with the highest population of Black people with around
55,000 Black people. This report will be looking closely at homelessness patterns in
Hackney, Greenwich, Newham, and Lewisham.

The number of Black people in each local authority under review are:
e Lewisham: 61,000,
e Newham: 56,000,
e Greenwich: 55,000
e Hackney: 55,000.

Profile of Boroughs

¢ London Borough of Hackney
Hackney is a truly global and diverse borough. Historically Hackney has been a
borough that welcomes people from around the world and inward migration dates
back to the 18th and 19th centuries. In the 1950’s and 1960’s, labour shortages in the
reviving post-war economy drew in migrants from the Caribbean, Cyprus, Turkey and
South Asia.

In the last 15 years they have been joined by migrants from Western European
countries like Spain and France, Eastern European countries like Poland, which have
joined the European Union relatively recently, people from North, and South America,
Australasia and African countries like Nigeria and Somalia. The ‘Other White’ population
increased by 60% between 2001 and 2011 and is now the second largest ethnic group.

Hackney is the 6th most ethnically diverse borough in London, down from 3rd in 2005,
but it has a higher ethnic diversity score than in 2005, which suggests that London as a
whole is becoming more ethnically diverse. The ONS end of year annual population
survey 2018 report estimated that there had been a 10% increase between 2011 and
2018 in the number of residents in Hackney who have no religion (38.2%). The number
of residents declaring themselves to be Christians fell by 7.1% between 2011 and 2018.
It should be noted that the Census data is more comprehensive as the 2018 data is
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based on a sample of residents.

The proportion of households who rent from a private landlord in Hackney has more
than doubled in the past 10 years. Nearly a third of all households are now private
renters. Nearly 45% of all households in Hackney rent from a social landlord. They tend
to have higher unemployment and lower average incomes than people living in other
tenures. Over 13,000 additional new homes are expected to be built in the borough in
the next 10 years. Development will be most heavily concentrated around Manor House
and Dalston in the West, Hoxton and Shoreditch in the South and Hackney Central and
Hackney Wick in the East. Environment and transport Hackney is the third most densely
populated borough in London, but it is also one of the greenest in inner London with 58
parks and green spaces, 27 of which have been awarded the green flag quality mark.

¢ London Borough of Lewisham
Lewisham, inner borough of London, England. Most of Lewisham belongs to the historic
county of Kent, although a small area in the northwest belongs historically to Surrey. It
adjoins the boroughs of Southwark (west), Greenwich (east), and Bromley (south) and
has a section of River Thames riverfront at Deptford, opposite the Isle of Dogs in Tower
Hamlets. The present borough was established in 1965 by amalgamation of the
metropolitan boroughs of Lewisham and Deptford. It includes the areas and historic
villages of (north to south) Deptford, New Cross, Blackheath, Brockley, Lewisham, Lee,
Ladywell, Rushey Green, Forest Hill, Hither Green, Catford, Grove Park, Upper
Sydenham, Bellingham, Southend, and Sydenham. Its boundaries were altered slightly in
1993.

¢ Royal Borough of Greenwich
The Royal Borough of Greenwich is a London borough in southeast Greater London,
England. The London Borough of Greenwich was formed in 1965 by the London
Government Act 1963. The new borough covered the former area of the Metropolitan
Borough of Greenwich and part of the Metropolitan Borough of Woolwich to the east.
The local council is Greenwich London Borough Council which meets in Woolwich Town
Hall. The council's offices are also based in Woolwich, the main urban centre in the
borough.

Greenwich is the location of the Greenwich prime meridian, on which all Coordinated
Universal Time is based. The prime meridian running through Greenwich, and the
Greenwich Observatory is where the designation Greenwich Mean Time, or GMT began,
and on which all world times are based. To mark the Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth II,
Greenwich became a Royal Borough on 3 February 2012, due in part to its historic links
with the Royal Family, and to its UNESCO World Heritage Site status as home of the
Prime Meridian.

Greenwich is a diverse borough; people living in Greenwich are from a wide range of

ethnicities and backgrounds, and there are over 90 languages spoken. 19% of
households do not speak English as a first language.
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In 2017 just over half (59%) of Greenwich's population was of white ethnicity, a quarter
(24%) black (African or Caribbean), a fifth Asian (14%) or other (3%) ethnicities. The
ethnic diversity of Greenwich varies across the age bands; the 0-19 age group are the
most diverse group in the population. The least diverse age groups are those aged 60
years and above, with 80% being from a white ethnicity (which is more in line with the
national picture).

¢ London Borough of Newham
Newham, inner borough of London, England. It is bordered to the east by the River
Roding and Barking Creek, to the south by the River Thames, and to the west by the
River Lea. Nearly all of Newham lies within the historic county of Essex. Newham was
established in 1965 by amalgamation of North Woolwich, a small part of Barking, and
the county boroughs of East Ham and West Ham. It includes such areas and historic
villages as (south to north) Silvertown, North Woolwich, Custom House, Canning Town,
Beckton, Plaistow, West Ham, East Ham, Upton Park, Stratford, Manor Park, and Forest
Gate (in part).

More than half the population is made up of ethnic minorities (mainly South Asians, but

with large numbers of Africans and Afro-Caribbeans). Area 14 square miles (36 square
km). Pop. (2001) 243,891; (2011) 307,984.

55,500
London Boroughs
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London Borough of Hackney

Accommodation

Unfortunately, in 2021 Hackney had a huge cyber-attack, they have been working on to
fix and catch up for over a year, this means some parts of this study does not include all
of the information needed. Moreover, they did not supply all of the information asked in
the Freedom of Information request, therefore majority of the information was collected
from the gov.uk Detailed Local Authority Level Tables: October - December 2022.

For example, there is no data on the amounts of applicants placed into temporary
accommodation in 2022, nor did they provide a monthly breakdown of rent.

New Tenancies

According to Detailed Local Authority Level Tables from October - December 2022,
Hackney had 485 new homelessness applicants by the end of 2022. This is the lowest
amongst the other boroughs, Newham (890), Greenwich (1033) and Lewisham (765).

Ethnicity

The highest ethnicity of the Homeless population in Hackney is Black African And
Caribbeans with them accounted for 50.7% this is rather high when it's compared to the
overall Black and Caribbean population in Hackney which according to the census 2021,
Black and Caribbean people only make up 21.1% of Hackney’s overall population, but
still make up such a high number of the homelessness applicants. When this is compared
to the White homelessness population in Hackney which is 22.7% which is a small
percentage compared to the overall population in Hackney which is 53.1%, portraying
that although white population is much bigger, the homelessness population is much
smaller.

Similarly, the Asian homelessness population is 9.1% in Hackney which compared to the
overall population in Hackney of 10.4%, this is also quite high.

M Black = White Asian Other

Other
17%

Asian
9% Black
51%

White
23%
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Age

The age group 25-34 is most affected by homelessness in Hackney with them having the
highest percentage of 29.3% of them being homeless, followed by age 35-44 making up
25.8% and lastly age 45-54 with a percentage of 15.7%, Hackney is the only borough in
this study where age group 45-54 were included as the top 3 highest. The only similarity
was age 25-34 where in Greenwich and Newham they also accounted for nearly 30%.

HACKNEY - AGE

142

125

50 76

25-34 35-44 45-55
* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Gender

Women accounted for 51.1% of the homelessness population, compared to men which
was 48.6%, this was slightly smaller than Lewisham, Greenwich and Newham where
women accounted for 60% of the homelessness population, Hackney was the only
borough where the figures of homelessness between men and women were so similar.

HACKNEY - GENDER

H Male ®Female

Male
49%

Female
51%

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.
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Household Type

Hackney was the only borough in this study which has more single people represented
by the homeless population, compared to families. Single people made up 65.6% of the
homelessness population, compared to families which made up only 34.1%, showing that
single people are more affected by homelessness in Hackney. This was quite different to
other boroughs such as Greenwich and Newham where families accounted for over
60%.

HACKNEY - HOUSEHOLD TYPES

HSingle W Families

Families
35%

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Disability

People with disabilities accounted for 29.2% of the homelessness population in 2022.
* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.
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Benefits

The number of applicants claiming Housing Benefits and Universal Credit was 3,536.
Unfortunately, Hackney did not provide the full number of applicants to compare the
number of people in receipt of benefits and those who are not, therefore some of the
information has been taken from Shelter UK, 2022 which stated there were 7555
homeless people in Hackney, showing that 46% of the homeless applicants were on
benefits indicating nearly half of the applicants were struggling financially and
potentially living in poverty.

HACKNEY - BENEFITS

M Benefits M Non-Benefits

Benefits

Non-Benefits 47%

53%

John’s Story

John a 40-year-old Black male became homeless when he lost his job
due to health problems. He was given a hostel accommodation and
housing benefit by Hackney Council and access to bid for social
housing. He bided for over 12 months without any success as other
people with complex needs had priority over his choices. He was able
to get a job whilst in temporary accommodation and then realised his
rent at the hostel is £500 per week. John could not start his new job
as his salary of £1800 monthly could not pay his monthly rent in
temporary accommodation. His circumstance would be worse off
once he stops receiving housing benefit and start paying rent in
advance for income he is yet to earn.
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London Borough of Lewisham

Accommodations and new tenancies

Majority of the information collected for Lewisham was taken from the Freedom of
Information request, however it was listed that 160 applicants were refused,
representing 80% of the applicants which left the rest of the applicants with very low
numbers. Due to this we have taken some information from the Detailed Local Authority
Level Tables: December 2022.

Lewisham had 2,677 applicants in temporary accommodation, it is the median number
between Newham which had 5,724 and Greenwich which had 1,776. The number of
new tenancies in Lewisham 2022, was 765 which was the highest number of new
tenancies they have had in 5 years. However, compared to Newham which had 890 and
Greenwich which had 1033 it is relatively low.

Ethnicity

Regardless of Lewisham’s small numbers of Black Africans and Caribbeans, they
accounted for highest percentage in the homeless population with 45.7%, followed by
White people who accounted for 25.7%, this is relatively low as white people make up
51.1% of the overall population in Lewisham, compared to Black people who only make
up 26.8% of the overall population.

This shows that there is a disproportionate amount of Black people in Lewisham’s
homeless population. These numbers were similar to Hackney were Black Africans and
Caribbeans made up the largest amount of the homeless population.

LEWISHAM - ETHNCITIY

W Black White M Others

Others
28%

Age

Unfortunately, Lewisham did not provide in their Freedom of information request the
average ages of homeless applicants, therefore this information was taken from ‘Detailed
Local Authority Level Tables: October to December 2022". The age group most affected by
homelessness in Lewisham is 35-44 making up 26%, this is the only borough where this
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age group was affected the most. The second highest age group was 25-34 making up
25.5% and the third highest group was 18-24 making up 17.8%.

LEWISHAM - AGE

HUnder 16 m18-24 m25-44

25-44
45%

Under 16
45%

18-24
10%

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Gender

Similarly to Greenwich and Newham women were disproportionately affected by
homelessness in Lewisham as they made up over 60% of the homeless population with
134 women homeless and 60 men homeless.

LEWISHAM - GENDER

® Male mFemale

Female
69%

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Disability

According to the Freedom of Information Request provided by Lewisham, in 2022 the
percentage of disabled applicants was only 5 out of 194, showing they accounted for
2.7%. However, this was the lowest percentage in the last 5 years, as disabled people
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usually in previous years usually accounted for at least 4%. * These numbers are for the
public, not specific to ethnicity.

Benefits:

There were 103 out 194 applicants claiming Housing benefit in Lewisham in 2022, and
91 not on any benefits, showing that 53% applicants were claiming financial support
which indicates the half of applicants were struggling financially to pay their rent.

LEWISHAM - BENEFITS

120
103

100

80

60

40

20

Benefits Non-be nefits

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Ade’s Story

Ade was living with his aged father as a carer. When the father died, he
was given quit notice by the Council. All his effort to provide evidence to
the Council was rejected as his father’s tenancy agreement showed that
his deceased mother was the next of kin. After 6 months of legal tussle, he
was evicted and became homeless. This affected Ade mentally and he
ended up being admitted at the mental health unit. 15 years later he has
been an in-patient 12 times in the NHS and living in temporary
accommodation.
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London Borough of Newham

Accommodations and Tenancies:

Newham had the most people in temporary accommodation by the end of February
2023 with 5, 724 residents in temporary accommodation. This is the highest compared
to Lewisham which had 2,720 residents and Greenwich had 1,776. There were 890
households placed in temporary accommodations in 2022, this was the second highest
to Greenwich with 1033 and Lewisham with 765.

Ethnicity:

The highest ethnic group amongst the homeless population in Newham are Asian’s with
them making up 37.7% of the homelessness population, overall they make up 42% of
the population of Newham. The second largest ethnicity amongst the homeless
population in Newham is Black Africans and Caribbeans as they represent 29.2%,
which is high due to the fact black people make up only 19.6 of the overall population in
Newham. Lastly, the White ethnic group make up 30.7% of the overall population, and
make up 18.8% of the homeless population in Newham which is the smallest percent of
all three ethnic groups.

NEWHAM - ETHNICITY

M Black m White M Asian

Asian
44%

22%

Age:

Children under 16 made up the largest number of homelessness applicants in Newham
with 7639 homeless in 2022 making up 46.6%, this is unfortunate because it shows that
children suffer the most with homelessness in Newham. The second highest age was 25-
44-year-olds making up 30.2% and lastly 18-24 year olds making up 9.5%.
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NEWHAM - AGE

EUnder 16 W1824 W25-44

Under 16
45%

25-44
45%

18-24
10%

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Gender

Like all other boroughs women made up the highest percentage in the homeless
population. Women made up 63.3% of the homeless population in Newham, compared
to men which the number is 36.5% which is still relatively high this is like Greenwich and
Lewisham.

NEWHAM - GENDER

W Male mFemale

Female
37%

Male
63%

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Household Type

Families were disproportionately affected by homelessness in Newham as they made up
69.4% of the homelessness population, compared to single households which made up
30.5%. This is more like Greenwich and Lewisham where families also made up the
majority. This is a sad reality showing that most of the borough’s families were more
affected by homelessness, which may have an effect on the development and livelihood
of the children.
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NEWHAM - HOUSEHOLD TYPES
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* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.
Disability
Newham did not include the number of applicants who identified with a disability on the

Freedom Of Information Request or on the Detailed Local Authority Level Tables: October
- December 2022, therefore it has not been included.

Benefits

83% of people in Temporary accommodation in Newham were claiming Universal credit
or Housing benefits, as 1843 were in receipt of these benefits and only 376 were not,
suggesting that more than half are struggling financially and may be living in poverty.

NEWHAM - BENEFITS
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* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.
Rent

The average rent of the provided accommodation in Newham was £1,010.34, which was
cheaper than Lewisham which was £1555.1.
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Royal Borough of Greenwich

Accommodation and tenancies

According to the Freedom of Information request provided by Greenwich, by the end of
January 2023, they provided 1776 temporary accommodations. This was the lowest
number provided amongst the 4 boroughs, Lewisham provided 2,720 and Newham
provided 5,724. Greenwich had the largest number of new tenancies in 2022 with 1033
new tenancies, Newham had 890 and Lewisham 765.

Ethnicity

In 2022 there were 243 Black homeless applicants in Greenwich which equals to 23%.
This is quite high as the overall black people only represent 21% of Greenwich’s overall
population. White people represented 29% of the homeless population, this number is
higher however we must include that White people represent 59% of the overall
population meaning over half of Greenwich’s population identifies with being white.
‘Other ethnicity’ was the third highest in percent of the homeless population in Greenwich
with them representing 10%, which is also relatively high compared to their overall
population of only 4.2%.

Greenwich is the only borough where ethnic minorities were not the most affected by
homelessness, however due to the comparisons of overall populations between Black
African and Caribbean people and White peoples, it can still be said that Black African and
Caribbean are affected at higher rates.

GREENWICH - ETHNICITY
Black White Asian

Asian

16%

Black
37%

White

47%

Gender

There were 369 men homeless in 2022, compared to 691 women, showing that women
account for more than 60% of the homelessness population. These figures are like
Newham and Lewisham where over 60% of the homelessness population were also
women. This shows that women are more vulnerable and affected by homelessness in
these boroughs.
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GREENWICH - GENDER

Male Female

Male
35%

Female

65%

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Households

59% of the homeless population were in families. Compared to 35% of the households
being single, this is similar to Lewisham and Newham as the households had a similar
percentage of over 60%.

GREENWICH - HOUSEHOLD TYPES

611

396

Single Families

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Age

The age group that accounted for the highest amount of homelessness in Greenwich was
age 25-34 as they accounted for 32.4%, followed by the age group 35-44 which
accounted for 29.7% and lastly age 18-24 which accounted for 17.9%. Age group 25-34
had similar numbers to Newham which also had over 30%, and the age group 35-44 was
also the second highest number in Hackney.
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GREENWICH - AGE

18-24
22%

35-44
37%

25-34
41%

18-24 25-34 35-44

* These numbers are for the public, not specific to ethnicity.

Disability

Greenwich did not include data on the amount of applicants that identify with a disability,
so this information has been taken from Detailed Local Authority Level Tables: October -
December 2022. 36.9% of Greenwich homeless applicants were disabled, this number is
slightly larger than Hackney which has 29.9% of applicants having a disability.

Rent
Greenwich did not include data on the monthly breakdown of rent so it cannot be
compared in this data.

Sarah's Story

Sarah is a 32-year-old Black woman who became homeless after
fleeing domestic violence. Fearing for her safety, she left her
home with nothing but the clothes on her back. After 3 months in
a secure shelter, she was taken to B&B for a month before given a
temporary accommodation. Sarah was not given custody of her 3
children as her accommodation was not suitable for a family. She
has developed high blood pressure and depression due to her
circumstance.
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Comparative Analysis
New Tenancies provided by selected Boroughs in 2022

In 2022, Hackney provided 485 new tenancies, the lowest of all selected boroughs
compared to Greenwich with the highest number of new tenancies at 1033. Lewisham
and Newham provided 765 and 890 new tenancies respectively.

New Tenancies in Hackney, Newham, Lewisham
and Greenwich in 2022.

1200

1000

800
600
400
200

0

Hackney Lewisham Greenwich Newham

Comparisons of new tenancies provided by each borough.

Amount of Accomodations provided by
Newham, Greenwich and Lewisham in 2022.

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000
Comparisons of the number of temporary accommodations provided by each borough.
Homeless population receiving Universal Credit or housing benefits in 2022

83% of homeless people in Newham were receiving Universal Credit or housing benefits
compared to 52% in Lewisham and 46% in Hackney.
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Comparisons of benefits and non benefit
applicants in Hackney, Newham and Lewisham
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Comparisons of benefit and non-benefit applicants in each borough.

Age and Gender Most Affected by Homelessness

Women made up
63.3% of the
homelessness
population in
Newham. Women
were more than twice
as likely to be
homeless in Lewisham
and Greenwich. People
aged between 25- 44
had the largest
encounter of
homelessness in all
boroughs in this study.
In Hackney people
aged 25-64 had the
highest homelessness
population with
29.9%, followed by 35-
44 at 22.8%.

45-55

35-44

25-34

18-24

Age comparisons in Hackney,
Greenwich, Lewisham and

Newham
]
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| |
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B Greenwich Age B Lewisham Age

Household most affected by Homelessness

71.8% of applicants living in temporary accommodation in Lewisham are in families
compared to 59.1% in Greenwich, and 60.3% in Newham in 2022.

This clearly indicates that families and children are the most affected by homelessness,
which can have negative effects on mental and physical health.
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Summary

There is a link between poverty and homelessness
as a high number of people living in temporary
accommodation receive government financial
assistance. High number of Black people are
affected by homelessness as they represent the
highest percentage at 46.3% in Hackney and 49.9%
in Lewisham compared to other ethnicities.
Women are more likely to be affected by
homelessness in majority of boroughs in London.
In all boroughs except Hackney families are the
most affected by homelessness.

Recommendations

Most reports on homelessness and charities have emphasised the need of more social
housing provision across London.

Policy Changes - All stakeholders seem to agree the need for policy changes from
the local authority to the national government. The root cause of homelessness is
the wrong choices that have been made by government at all levels over the years.
There is need for more provision of social housing, review of housing benefits,
universal benefits and other support available to struggling families.

Temporary Accommodations - As the name suggests should be temporary as
we have people that have stayed in TAs for over 5 years. Most of these Tas
especially the hostel accommodation is not fit for purpose, with limited facilities.
There is need for proper regulation and enforcement of quality standards.
Rough Sleepers - The hostile immigration environment pre and post Brexit has
led to harsh Home Office policies which has increased sleeping rough by refugees
and asylum seekers. According to a report by Trust for London, Government rules
give newly recognised refugees just 28 days to move on.

Investment - As the government work towards changes in policies, there should
be significant allocation to local authorities to tackle the issue of homelessness.
Government at all levels should ring-fence investment in provision of social
housing and dealing with the root causes of homelessness in London.
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